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; A 
SERIOUS ADDRESS 
TO THE 


REV. MR. MADAN. 


* REV. SIR, 


V OUR declarations reſpecting your motive for publiſh- 

ing your late Sermon, I muſt acknowledge are ex- 

preſſed in your Preface with great modeſty, and asI am not 

at all diſpoſed to doubt, that what you have publiſhed, are 

the preſent principles, and conviction of your heart, | cannot, 

conſiſtent with my own ſentiments, diſapprove of your con- 
f duct, though I do not aſſent to but few of your obſervations, 
. as conformable to the great doctrines of chriſtianity and the 
natural liberties of mankind. You will therefore pardon 

me, I preſume, as a member of the ſame ſtate, and amena- 

ble to the ſame laws; if I take the liberty of declaring 

my ſentiments reſpecting my duty to God, and to the ſtate, 

with the ſame freedom that you have done; and as I hope 

| we are both actuated by more honourable motives, than the 
1 eſtabliſhment of party intereſt, or a deſire of victory, we ſhall 
! be equally ready to concede to eyery argument that may 
| carry conviction into our minds, though it may oppoſe our 

preſent ſentiments, public fame, or private intereſts. ' 

| You ſay, p. 6, „The indiſpenſable neceſſity of ſome na- 
| « tional church in every civilized ſtate, is ſo clear in itſelf, 
f « and ſo capable of abundant proof, that it may rather 
'k te be affirmed as an axiom than offered as a propoſition.*” - 
A 2 Behold 
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Before I can admit this, Sir, I think it neceſſary, that 
ſome preciſe meaning ſhould be affixed to the term national 
church; or the purpoſe for which it is eſtabliſhed, ſhould be 
mentioned. Without this, much error in reaſoning may 


take place, as a national church may be in onè inſtance, con- 
ſtituted upon principles honourable to God, and favourable 


to the intereſt of the people and the general good. In other 
inſtances it may be, a mere political engine, unworthy of 
God, and calculated only to ſupport the particular intereſt, 
or gratify the ambition, of a ſmall portion of individuals in 
power, at the expence of the community at large. 

I am not ſo uncharitable, as to ſuppoſe, you are either fo 
baſe, or ſo weak, as to attempt to vindicate, or even not to 
reprobate, the latter, as a reproach to our ſpecies. I muſt 
therefore ſuppoſe, you only mean to juſtify a national church 
eſtabliſhment, on principles that are worthy of God, and 
conducive to the moſt genera] good, and happineſs of his 
creatures. | | 

In our own country the eſtabliſhed church has aſſumed 
to itſelf the title of a chriſtian one. It ought therefore, in 
all inſtances, to be under the guidance of chriſtian princi- 
ples. Otherwiſe it is inconſiſtent with itſelf, ſtands open to 
reproof, and in need of correction, and it is certainly the 
duty of every one of its profeſſed members, who difcerns the 
errors of it, to lay them open to general obſervation; and he 
does not properly diſcharge his duty to God, or manifeſt a 
due reſpect to his fellow-creatures, if he is either ſo ſupine, 
or ſo fearful of giving offence, as to withhold his ſentiments 
upon the ſubject. | 

The various diſputes about trivial things, which have 
happened among different ſectaries in the chriſtian church, 
have been agitated with ſo much warmth, as ſeems to have 
diverted their minds from a proper conſideration of the great 
leading principles of the religion they all profeſs ; though 
Chriſt himſelf has given us an explicit and full account of 


ds which are as follows : 
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Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy beart, and 
with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the firſt and great commandment, and the ſecond 
is like unto it: 

Thou ſhalt leve thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

On theſe two commandments, hang all the law and the 
prophets. Matt. xxii. 37, &c. 

You obſerve, Sir, p. 14, that religion is a friend to civil 
government, and that the ſcriptures repeatedly inculcate a 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to magiſtrates, and you quote ſeveral paſ- 
ſages from Paul, and Peter, to prove this. They begin as 
follows.“ Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher powers : 
« for there is no power but of God: the powers that be, are 
«* ordained of God. Wheoſoever therefore reſiſleth the power, 
« reſiſteth the ordinance of God : and they that reſift ſhall re- 
« ceive to themſelves damnation.” Permit me to aſk, Sir, 
do you know any ſtate, or did you ever read of one, whoſe - 
government was ſo much under the guidance of chriſtian 
principles, as to juſtify the application of theſe remarks and 
injunctions, in the unqualified manner, in which you have 
applied them? If not, why did you ſo apply them? I ſhould 
think you would do well to examine your own heart upon 
the ſubject, and take that God, in whoſe mercy you truſt 
for ſalvation, as the object of your appeal. With him you 

are ſenſible, no quibble or prevarication is admiſſible. 

If in this, you have done by your neighbours as if one of 
them had been your inftruftor in the will of God, and you 
one of his ignorant auditors, earneſtly ſolicitous to know, 
and do your duty, under the influence of a full perſuaſion, 
of being otherwiſe the ſubject of his wrath; I congratulate 
you as having done well, acted as a chriſtian, and merited ap- 
plauſe ; and your own heart will rejoice in it, though ten 
| thouſand miſtaken, or uncharitable men, may falſely accuſe 
vou, of having been the tool of a party. 

As it is of great importance that we ſhould not be miſ- 
taken as to the relative order, in which. the higher powers 
ſtand, I ſhall take the liberty of putting each down properly: 
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God and Chriſt. 

Kings, Princes, Miniflers of State, and Magiſtrates. 

The four latter, are ſubordinate to the former, and in 
every inſtance, wherein the laws of the latter, are oppoſed 
to thoſe of the former, obedience is ſo far from our duty, 
that it is aQually criminal, and irreligious; and that the 
apoſtles themſelves (whom you have quoted) underſtood it 
ſo, is very evident, from their own conduct, as you cannot 
but perceive, if you will only reflect for a few minutes, upon 
the following paſſages. 

In the fourth chapter of the Acts of the apoſtles we are 
informed, Peter and John preached the chriſtian doctrines to 


the Jews, and they were commanded not to do ſo, but 


they refuſed ſubjection, and aſked the magiſtrates to judge 
for themſelves, whether it was right in the fight of God, 
to hearken unto them, rather than unto God? And in the 
fifth chapter we are informed, that the high prieſt and thoſe 
that were with him, were offended at the conduct of the 
apoſtles, laid hands upon them, and put them into priſon, 
but they were delivered from it (as the hiſtory informs us) 
by the angel of the Lord, the ſucceeding night, and were 


commanded by him, to go in the morning and ſpeak again 


to the people, and they did ſo. And when the high prieſt, 
and all the ſenate of the children of Iſrael were aſſembled, 
they ſent for them; but not finding them in the priſon, and 
being informed they were ſtanding in the temple, and teach- 
ing the people, they ſent thither, a captain with the officers, 
and they brought them, and ſet them before the council; and 
the high prieſt aſked them ſaying, Did not we ftriftly command 
you, that you ſhould not preach in the name of Feſus, and behoid 
ye have filled Feruſalem with your doctrines, and intend to bring 
this man's blood upon us, Then Peter, and the other apoſtles 
anſwered and ſaid, we ought to obey God rather than men. 
After this Gamaliel, one of the council, and a doctor of the 
law, defired the apoſtles might be put forth for a ſpace; and 
this being done, he made ſome pertinent remarks upon the 
ſubject, and adviſed them to let the apoſtles alone; obſerv- 


or 
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ing that, if their work was of man, it would come to nought, 
but if it was of God, they could not overthrow it, leſt baply 
they might be found to fight againſt Gad. 

The apoſtles were afterwards ſent for again, were beaten, 
and commanded to ſpeak no more in the name of Jeſus, and 

were then diſmiſſed. But they contemned theſe high 
powers, and were afterwards daily found in the temple, and 
other places, teaching, and preaching as before. 

In chap. x. 34- &c. Peter is ſaid to have obſerved, that 
God is no reſpecter of perſons, but in every nation, he that 
that feareth * and worketh righteouſneſs, is e of 
him. 

Herod the king, afterwards impriſoned Peter, and he was 
again ſet at liberty by an angel of the Lord, though we may 
reaſonably conclude that Herod's power, was as high as moſt 
earthly ones. For we are informed, that very ſoon after as he 
ſat upon his throne, arrayed in royal apparel, he made an 
oration to the people, and they gave a ſhout, ſaying, It is 
the voice of a God, and not of a man. Alas, what real value 
is there in ſuch greatneſs, or ſuch popular applauſe? His 
vanity is ſaid to have excited the anger of the Lord, and he 
was devoured by worms. 

I think, Sir, I have now fully ſhewn, that your quotations - 
from the apoſtles to enforce ſubjection to the higher earthly 
powers, are ſo proſtituted to political purpoſes, that they 
ſtand fully refuted by the apoſtles own conduct. Whether 
your application of them therefore proceeded from a mean 
and diſhonourable artifice, or was the effect of real igno- 
rance of the tenor of the ſcriptures, and the genuine ſpirit 
of the chriſtian religion, it is certainly deſerving of public 
cenſure, and requires to be noticed as diſgraceful, by way 
of preventing its evil conſequences in ſociety. 

It is well known, Sir, that you ſpent ſeveral years, in 
what is called the ſtudy of divinity, under the inſtruction 
of the moſt able perſons in the firſt univerſity in this king- 
dom; whether the deſerved ſhame of the above, reſts upon 
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yourſelf, or them, it mult be left vun and circum- 
ſtances to determine. 

The high powers in that ſtate, in which the apoſtles re- 
ſided, did not properly attend, in the delivery of their edicts, 
to the duty they themſelves owed to God, and therefore 
they extended their mandates, farther than they ought to 
have. done, and in conſequence were contemned by the 
apoſtles, who gave a very proper example thereby to chriſ- 
tians in every ſtate, to oppoſe the exertions of tyranny and 
oppreſſion, This manly, and chriſtian freedom of ſpirit, is 
in no wiſe incompatible with the peace and good order of 
any ſtate founded upon, and governed by, the principles of 
chriſtianity. That all perſons are fond of power, is a fact too 
evident to admit of diſpute, and that all ſtates have their origin 
from it cannot be denied, and that both individuals and ſtates 
are generally diſpoſed to abuſe it, are equally plain to every 
perſon who is accuſtomed to make even the ſlighteſt obſerva- 


| 
tions upon the ſubject. Religion is inſtituted to reſtrain theſe | 
exceſſes, to regulate the paſſions, and promote general har- | 
mony. þ x 


An attention to its principles i is obligatory upon every 
individual, from the monarch down to the meaneſt peaſant ; 


_ and for the purpoſe of teaching and enforcing them, by ex- d | 

- ample, and every other rational means, ſome national church | 
eſtabliſhment may perhaps be uſeful. But if more of the 
public property is expended in its aggrandizement, or 

| ſupport, than its principles and real uſes can authorize, is it 
not in a correſpondent degree, a national nuiſance ? Is it not 
proportionably an inſtrument of oppreſſion? and may it not 
then, juſtly be complained of? 

In all ſtates, perſons in general will cultivate reſignation, 
under various kinds, and degrees of infringement, upon their | 
natural and inherent rights, from a fear, that ſtill greater | 
evils may reſult from immediate, and direct reſiſtance but 1 
they will ever look for means to obtain relief, and 
when oppreſſions from the higher powers, become intolera- 
ble, reſiſtance always begins to operate. Surely, Sir, you | 

cannot 
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cannot think this criminal. Moſt certainly it is not ſo. 
When the higher powers do not manifeſt a proper regard to 
their inferiors, they forfeit by ſuch negleR, their juſt claim to 
their obedience. - The commandments of God do not re- 
quire it from them, neither will their own intereſt, or do- 
meſtic concerns, frequently permit it. Their exertions in fa- 
vour of rational liberty are always Rigmatized with the title 
of a rebellion, and ſuch, to be ſure, it is. But the term, is 


no proof of impropriety in their conduct, and a juſt and 


glorious revolution, often reſults from it. 

Such, Sir, was the boaſt of our anceſtors when king 
William III. aſcended the Britiſh throne, and we their de- 
ſcendants applaud their behaviour, and enjoy the happy 
fruits of their wiſdom and valour. But we are certai 
highly unworthy of it, if we poſſeſs that abjectneſs of ſpirit, 
that would reſtrain us from hazarding our lives and for- 
tunes in a ſimilar manner, for our own liberties, and the 


benefit of our poſterity, wee we oppreſſed in a degree, oquil 


to our progenitors. 


If, when the higher powers are ſpoken of, only temporal 
ones are to be underſtood, as the objects of obedience, what 


very ſerious and dreadful conſequences might enſue. Virtue, 


and vice, might change their names, and religion become a 
ſyſtem, calculated to repreſs every noble and generous feeling 
implanted in the human heart, and diſgrace both reaſon and 
humanity. Under ſuch circumſtances, woeful as it is to tell 
all the property of our clergy might poſſibly be legally taken 
from them, and ſhould ſuch an event happen, how could 
they expect any obſerving chriſtian, to ſhed a tear of ſym- 
pathy to ſoften their affliction, or ſtretch out the hand of 
charity (in violation of his duty to the higher powers) to 
alleviate their miſeries, when periſhing with hunger, thirſt, 
or nakedneſs, or adminiſter a cordial to their ſinking ſpirits, 
when fainting, under the hard, and cold hand of oppreſſion. 
Suffer me now, Sir, to turn my thoughts to a conſidera- 
tion of the duty of profeſſed chriſtians. For this purpoſe, 
I think 
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I think it moſt proper, to look to the declarations and 


commands of Chriſt himſelf, as they ſtand recorded by the 
four evangeliſts, and afterwards I will take a view of the 
conduct of the miniſters of our eſtabliſhed church, that we 
may judge of the degree of its correſpondence with ils © re- 
quiſitions. 
Matt. v. © Think not that I am come to deſtroy the 


« law and the prophets, I am not come to deſtroy, but to 


« fulfil,” Ver. 19. © Whoſoeyer therefore ſhall break one 
ce of the leaſt of theſe commandments, and teach men ſo to 
« do, ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Chap. vii. Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to 
« you, do ye even ſo to them, for this is the law and the 
<« prophets.” Ver. 18. A good tree cannot bring forth 
“ evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree, bring forth good 
« fruit, wherefore, by their fruits ye ſhall know them.“ 


Chap. x. 38. he ſaid, He that taketh not his croſs, 


& and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” And 
then he adds, © Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
« for I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
ce unto your ſouls.” In chap. xx. 25. he ſays, © Ye 
« know that the princes of the Gentiles, exerciſe domi- 
© nion over them, and they that are great exerciſe autho- 
te rity upon them, but it ſhall not be ſo with you; but 
« whoſoever will be great among you, let him be your 
c miniſter.” 

Mark vii. 7. Speaking of the Phariſees, he ſaid, © In 
ce yain do they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
« mandments of men,“ and he afterwards accuſeth them of 
« rejecting the commandments of God, and through their 
« traditions, of making the word of God of none effect. 

Luke vi. 35. Love your enemies. Chap. xii. 1. &c. 
&« Beware of the leaven of the Phariſees which is hypocriſy. 
« For there is nothing covered, that ſhall not be revealed.“ 
Chap. xvi. 13. © No ſervant can ſerve two maſters ; for 
« either he * love the one, and hate the other, or elſe he 

6 will 


| ' Reverend Mr. Madan. 11 

ce will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Ve cannot 
« ſerve God and mammon. And the Phariſees, who were 
« covetous, heard all theſe things, and they derided him. 
but he ſaid unto them, ye are they which juſtify yourſelves 
e before men; but God knoweth your hearts, for that 
« which is highly eſteemed among men, is an * 
nation in the fight of God.” 

John x. 37. If I do not the works of my 'F ather, 
be believe me not.” Chap. xii. 48. &c. He that rejecteth 
« me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have ſpoken the ſime ſhall judge 
- © him in the laſt day, for I have not ſpoken of myſelf, but 
( the Father which ſent me, he gave me a commandment, 

« what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak,” Chap. xiii. 

15. I have given you an example, that ye ſhould do as 1 
« have done to you.” Chap. xiv. 23. „ If a man love 
« me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will love 
c him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
<« with him. He that loveth me not, keepeth not my fay- 
“ ings.” Chap. xv. 17. © Theſe things I command y 
that ye love one another.“ 

The above declarations and requiſitions I have compa 
with a variety of others in the writings of the evangeliſts, and 
finding nothing among them, either contradictory to them- 
ſelves, or derogatory to the character of God, as a Being 

poſſeſſed of infinite wiſdom and power, and clearly perceiving 
that infinite goodneſs muſt be the neceſſary reſult of ſuch at- 
tributes ; I conſider theſe circumſtances asa ſtrong argument 
in favour of their validity. For what comes from a Diving © 
Lawgiver, cannot be calculated for partial inſignificant pur- 
poſes, ſuch as gratifying the vanity and capricious humours 
of a ſmall part of animated nature, to the excluſion of 2 
greater, from all the enjoyments that can render their 
exiſtence comfortable. Neither can his laws be inconſiſtent | 
with themſelves, how much ſoever they may be diverſified, . 
for the promotion of important purpoſes. Like rays of light 

| flowing 
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flowing from a common centre, they may vary in numerous 
particulars, ſuch as quantity, diſtance, impulſe, colour, and 
effulgence, &c. but never deviate from their primary direc- 
tion in ſtrait lines, unleſs under the influence of a reſiſting 
power, or a change in the medium through which they paſs. 
God cannot be unacquainted with the nature of the various 
appetites and paſſions, implanted in the human mind, or 
the force they often acquire, from what are uſually, though 
improperly, termed accidental circumſtances, but when the 
reaſoning powers have attained maturity, his law, as in 
Matt. xxil. 37. &c. is ſo fully expreſſed, and with ſuch 


wonderful conciſeneſs, plainneſs, and accuracy, that if de- 


liberately and impartially conſidered, it cannot be miſtaken. 
And J do not heſitate to aver, that ſo far as it is conformed 
to, it will promote his honour, and that its direct tendency, 
is a reſtraint of every inordinate paſſion, that an exceſs of 
ſelf love can give riſe to, in human ſociety : and we cannot 
argue in ſupport of a ſingle violation of it, from any circum- 
ſtance whatever, without ſetting up our judgment againſt 


his, or ſuppoſing him either unable, or unwilling, to con- 


penſate any evil, that may reſult to us or others, from a ſub- 
jection of ourſelves to his pofitive commands. 

Under the influence of all theſe circumſtances, what 
manner of men ought we to expect our archbiſhops, biſhops, 
and clergy of every claſs, to be? Is it not natural to ſuppoſe, 
if they do really believe the doctrines of Chriſt to be of God, 
their conduct will conform to them; and that they, will not, 
like the Scribes and Phariſees, whom their Maſter ſo often 
and ſeverely reproved, draw nigh unto God with their mouths, 
and honour him with their lips, whilſt their hearts are far from 
bim. They will not teach for doctrines the commandments 
of men. They will not be zealouſly affected, to the outward 
forms, and ceremonies of religion, and neglet the more 
weighty and important parts of it. They will not be 
aſſiduous to make proſelytes, and where they ſucceed, make 
them worſe men than before. They will not lay upon 

| | others 
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others ſuch burthens, as they are themſelves unwilling to 
lend a finger towards the ſupport of. They will be fres 
from exceſſes of every kind. They will not practice hypo- 
eriſy; or excite vain and luxurious ideas in the minds 9 
others, by putting on robes of purple, and fine linen, and 
indulging their appetites in an inordinate degree, or wiſh 
for the uppermoſt ſeats in chriſtian aſſemblies. They will 
be meek and lowly of heart. They will not ſo far diſobey 
their Maſter's injunctions, as to practice extortion or covet - 
ouſneſs, or ſhew any anxious ſolicitude to ſecure to themſelves 
earthly treaſures: remembering who ſaid, where your trea- 
fure is, there will your heart be alſo, and ye cannot ſerve Ges 
and mammom. 

Our archbiſhops and biſhops receive very large ſalaries to 
the annual amount of ſeveral thoufand pounds each, but in 
what parts of holy writ, the propriety of this is pointed out, 
I am an entire ſtranger. If ſo much of the public treaſure is 
put into their hands to enable them to ſhew the benevolence 
of their diſpoſitions, to relieve the indigent, and ſuecour the 
diſtreſſed ; I preſume they are very ſecret in the diſcharge 


of this truſt ; and if they employ ſuch ſums for their own 


accommodations in the elegancies of life, I am as much at a 
loſs how to reconcile it, with their being like their Maſter, 
meek and lowly of heart; as I ſhould be how to reconcile a 
life of open adultery, or the habitual and conſtant practice 
of any other vice, vith thoſe prigciples-of virtue which he 
has inculcated. 

I cannot ſuppoſe any archbiſhop, or biſhop, ſo ignorant, 
as not to know, that in every ſtate, there is a variety of very 
palpable errors, and that even law and juftice, are in nu- 
merous inſtances oppoſed to each other. Whether this pro- 
ceeds from the natural weakneſs of the human underſtand- 
ing, or the corruptneſs of the hearts of lawgivers, or whether 
both theſe cauſes conſpire to the eſtabliſhment of the dif- 
ference mentioned, it is equally neceſſary to chriſtians, that 
they ſhould be able properly to diſcriminate the boundaries 

of 
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of each. Otherwiſe, I do not ſee how it is poſſible, they 


can render unto Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's, and to 


God, the things that are God's. If the heads of the chriſ- 
tian church will debaſe the purity of the chriſtian character, 

mean ſubmiſſions to ignorant, or corrupt men in power, 
I am fully perſuaded, that by ſuch conduct, they will do 


more injury to the intereſt of virtue, and religion, in ſociety, 


than they will ever be able to compenſate, by their preach- 
ing, or by their counſels in parliament. | 

The lower orders of our clergy, ſeem, like their ſuperiors, 
to have taken ſuch views of church rights, and ſtate powers, 
as the principles profeſſed by the church and tate are very 
repugnant to in various inſtances, Great numbers of them 
receive annually, from their reſpective pariſhes, many hun- 


dreds of pounds each, do very little duty for it themſelyes, 


employ curates, to do the principal part of the ſervices re- 
quired, and allow them to ſhare only a fourth, fifth, or leſs 


part of the ſtipend. How this is reconcileable with the 


command of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf ? 


I muſt leave thoſe to anſwer whom it moſt mann 


concerns. 
In this, and various other inſtances, ſuch diſpoſitions are 


manifeſted, not to a few individuals only, but lie ſo open to 
the obſervation of perſons of every claſs, and their example 
is fo far thought to juſtify all the artifices uſed by perſons 


in different ſpheres, where leſs profeſſion of religion is made, 


that it appears to me a far more extenſive cauſe of infidelity, 


reſpecting morality being an important branch of the chriſ- 
tian religion, than all that has, or can be ſaid by its moſt 
open, and inveterate enemies. 

Chriſt himſelf taught his diſciples, to judge of the charac- 
ters of men by their actions, in like manner as we judge of 
trees by their fruits, obſerving that a good tree, cannot bring 


forth bad fruit, nor a corrupt tree, bring forth good fruit. 


The following remark muſt therefore be admitted as an 
axiom: 


No 
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No man is to be eſteemed a chriſtian, farther han his 
conduct is conformable to the example of Chriſt, and the 
precepts he has enjoined. 


From perſons who are particularly cngaged-to teach the 


4 


high rewards for ſuch ſervices, we may reaſonably expect 4 


ſuch deportment, as will invalidate, not juſtify, open com- 


plaints againſt them, as a tax and burthen upon the honeſt 
and induſtrious part of the community, and this, in repug- 
nance to the ordinances of God, which the ſums they re- F 


ceive are given to ſupport. 


From ſuch teſtimonies, Sir, as have been given me, by, 
perſons much better acquainted with your general deport- 2 
ment in ſociety, than myſelf, I am inclined to believe, that 
where you deviate from the paths of rectitude, it is rather 
the effect of prejudice, reſulting from falſe impreſſions, early 
made upon your underſtanding (and not fince corrected by 
proper reflection) than from any particular defect in your 
natural powers ; and therefore I ſhall take the liberty to re- 
mark, that if you took upon you the clerical character be- 
longing to the eſtabliſhed church in this kingdom, with the 
hope of obtaining, by ſo doing, riches, the blandiſhments of 
power, honours, eaſe, and the elegancies of life; you will 
do well to confider what ſacrifices may be requiſite to the 


_ attainment, and enjoyment, of theſe ſevggal gratifications: 


whether you may not be neceſſitated to violate the laws of 
God, to become a paraſite to perſons in exalted ſtations, an 


enemy to the juſt liberties of your country, and a diſhonour 


to your profeſſion, 

The diſciples of Chriſt are commanded by him, to tate 
up their croſs and follow him. By this expreſſion I under- 
ſtand, that where his direct commands, and their temporal 
gratifications, are at variance, they muſt obey the former. 
There is no alternative. 

They are called the ſalt of the earth, but Chriſt himſelf 
has obſerved, f the ſalt has loft its ſavour, it is ge 12 
good for nothing but to be troden under foot. \ 

Having 
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- Havieg now, Sir, finiſhed the oblervaiions 1 at oY 
tended, I ſhall conclude, with an earneſt expreſſion > 7 34 
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member of the chriſtian church (to whatever ſes may 
belong] may render our conduct, through future H ſo © 


x. _ 
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conformable to the genuine ſpirit of the religion ww To "0 
as that our common Lord, and Maſter may ſay unto each of © © 


us at the laſt day, CoME YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER)! . 
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